Procedures provided to Medicaid recipients by pediatric, general and public health dentists in the commonwealth of Virginia: fiscal years 1994 and 1995.
The purpose of this study was to report any differences found among the mean percentages of procedures performed by three types of dental providers for each type of service performed. The study focused on the types of services provided by dentists to Medicaid children in Virginia. Medicaid claims field for dental patients younger than age 21 were obtained and analyzed for fiscal years 1994 and 1995. Dental providers were categorized according to their practice: general practice (GP), pediatric dentist (PD) and public health dentist (PH). Each type of practitioner (GP, PD, and PH) was evaluated for percentages of diagnostic, preventive, and corrective services provided to their Medicaid patients. The preventive category was subdivided into preventive services (scaling, prophy, fluoride and oral hygiene instruction) and sealant services. For each type of service, the mean percentages of procedures performed were compared among the three types of dental providers. The evaluation of the diagnostic procedure variable resulted in the finding that GP practitioners performed a significantly greater percentage of diagnostic procedures to their Medicaid patients than do PD and PH dentists (p < 0.0001). The percentage of preventive procedures performed by PD and GP dentists was not significantly different but was significantly lower than those performed by PH dentists (p < 0.0001). Finally, PD dentists performed a significantly greater percentage of corrective procedures than both GP and PH dentists (p > 0.0037). Differences were found among the mean percentages of procedures performed by the three types of dental providers for each type of service performed.